
Third Sunday of Lent – Year A 

 

Oftentimes, when we listen to a story about Jesus and 

his ministry of teaching and preaching and healing, there 

seems to be a part that’s left out.  How, exactly, did he 

multiply the loaves and fishes, for example?  Or how 

was it that he was able to walk on water? 

There’s a part of the story that we are required to take 

on faith, recognizing that he is the Lord and that he can 

do things that we can’t. 

Today’s Gospel is not like that.  Everything that 

happens is right out there in the open, in the noonday 

sun.  We have the opportunity to see how Jesus works 

and nothing remains hidden.  That provides important 

information for us as we go about trying to be his 

disciples and do as he has done. 

So, there he is, sitting by the well, in the heat of the day.  

He and his disciples have been walking all morning.  Of 

course, he’s thirsty!  But, they are in Samaritan territory 

and that could pose a problem.  They may not get a 

welcome there because of the ancient feud that’s been 

going on between the Jews and the Samaritans. 

The Samaritan woman arrives at the well.  If he ignored 

her and she him, no one would have given it a second 

thought.  That would have been standard operating 

procedure.  But he doesn’t.  He engages her in conver-

sation, in spite of the social conventions that go against 

that. 

At first, she seems a bit standoffish.  Why would she 

want to help someone who seems to forget that the Jews 

have looked down on the Samaritans for generations as 
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being people who have fallen away from true worship 

and so are not worth the time of day? 

But then, Jesus offers her something that does seem 

enticing:  living water.  Who couldn’t use some of that, 

even if it’s not clear to her how he is going to deliver? 

The conversation continues, and that’s all it is, really, 

right?  He and she are just talking.  But in the midst of 

that conversation he gives her to know that he sees her 

as someone worthy of the gifts that God wants to give.   

He never puts anything in the way of her receiving 

them:  

not the fact that she’s a Samaritan and a woman, and 

that the disciples are shocked that he’s even talking to 

her; 

not that fact that she’s tried a lot of different things to 

quench her thirst (that’s probably what the reference to 

the five husbands is about.  Another way of translating 

the passage would be “five masters,” a reference to the 

Samaritan history of worshiping other gods); 

not the fact that the Jews equate true worship with the 

holy city of Jerusalem. He puts the emphasis on 

worshiping “in Spirit and in truth” and not on a 

particular location. 

For me, there is a miracle in this story.  By virtue of 

Jesus’ simply engaging this woman in conversation and 

seeing her, as she is, with all her history, as someone 

worthy of the gift he has to offer, she arrives at the point 
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where she forgets all about her water jar and runs off to 

her townsfolk to tell them what she’s found. 

It seems to me that we can’t help but draw the 

conclusion that the living water Jesus promised has been 

delivered, and we were right there, seeing it happen, 

step by step. 

If we think of the occasions in our lives when we have 

been respected, taken seriously in spite of faults and 

failings and weaknesses, affirmed for who we are right 

now, we know how healing a balm that can be, how 

conducive to opening us to the grace of the moment—

God’s presence in our midst. 

That’s the first way of proclaiming the Gospel, the most 

important way, the way that makes possible everything 

else.  The most effective missionaries realize this.  If we 

expect to find God already at work in the lives of others 

rather than thinking that we have to take him to them, 

our chances of a fruitful encounter are so much better. 

That’s not only true for missionaries that go to other 

lands and cultures, it’s true for all the encounters we 

find ourselves in.  Living water is always available, 

because God is always present to his people, whether we 

know it or not. 

We don’t need to start with the ABC’s of the catechism.  

In fact, that’s not a good place to begin.  We can start 

with the encounter and operate from the belief, the 

conviction really, that God wants us all to be saved, that 

he sees everyone as being worthy of salvation, and is 

already about the work of doing that.   
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All he needs is someone willing to recognize the work 

he is doing and cooperate with it.  That’s where we 

come in. 


